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periodically, producing an effect upon the organ of hear-
ing with which we are fairly well acquainted. We know,
however, very little about the influence of the side cham-
bers, and must, therefore, endeavour to form some opinion
out of the foregoing facts.

The expired air, like all liquid currents, has a certain
lateral pressure; it flows out through the narrow nos-
trils, entering the nasal cavity, however, through the
comparatively wide posterior nares ; an accumulation of
the air in the nasal cavity necessarily ensues, accom-
panied by increased lateral pressure, which will affect
even the side chambers, compressing the air which they
contain considerably. Expiration, therefore, fills the
side chambers with compressed warm air. When the
act of expiration is over, part of this air, from its subse-
quent expansion, will return to the nasal cavity. When
inspiration commences, the expansion of the air in the
side chambers still continues, the result of inspiration
being a rarity of air in these chambers. Thus the side
chambers are constantly ventilated by the currents of air
passing through the nose. This cannot be of much
value to the side chambers themselves ; and the recogni-
tion of this fact, if we consider the side chambers sepa-
rately, can throw no light upon their significance in con-
nection with the nasal cavity. We must, therefore, see if
we can discover any benefit resulting from this arrange-
ment to the nasal cavity, or still more to the breathing
process. If, now, we have already been led to form the
opinion that the inferior turbinated bone exercises a
warming influence upon the inhaled air, and when we
find that the ventilation just described not only supplies
the nasal cavity before inspiration with a supply of
warmed air, but that also during inspiration a stream of
warmed air flows out of the side chambers and is mixed